English Press Release

The Filipinas Institute of Translation, Inc. (FIT), in cooperation with the Sentro ng Wikang Filipino UP Diliman (SWF), National Commission for Culture and the Arts (NCCA), College of Arts and Letters UP Diliman (CAL), Commission on Higher Education (CHED), and the Departament of Education (DepEd) will hold the Ambagan 2011: Pambansang Kumperensiya sa Paglikom ng mga Salita Mula sa Iba’t ibang Wika sa Filipinas on 14-16 September 2011, 8:00 am-5:00 pm, at the Claro M. Recto Conference Hall, Rizal Hall, College of Arts and Letters, University of the Philippines, Diliman, Quezon City.

Ambagan is held every other year and FIT implements the language provision found in the 1987 Constitution, Article VIV, Section 6: “The national language of the Philippines is Filipino. As it evolves, it shall be further developed and enriched on the basis of existing Philippine and other languages.”

The conference enriches Filipino language by tapping into the lexicon of many Philippine languages. On its first year (2009), Ambagan featured Bicol, Cebuano, Hiligaynon, Ilocano, Ifugao, Kinaray-a, Maguindanao, Maranao, Pampango, Pangasinan, Tagalog-Binangonan, Tausug, and Waray. 

Ambagan 2011 focuses on Tagalog-Laguna, Tagalog-Batangas, Kankana-ey, Aklanon, Mandaya, Higaonon, and Mansaka but entertains as well contributions from Bicol, Ilocano, Cebuano, Hiligaynon, Kinaray-a, and Pampango.

National Artist for Literature Virgilio S. Almario opens Ambagan by delivering a paper on language development. Then several experts will present research papers about the unique lexicon that can be aptly adopted to the corpus of national language. The words are specially chosen from each ethnolinguistic group and are intended to highlight its culture and history. This could serve as a model for language users nationwide, i.e. how to contribute to the growth and development of the Filipino language. 

The books SAWIKAAN 2010: Mga Salita ng Taon and AMBAGAN 2009: Mga Salita Mula sa Iba't Ibang Wika sa Filipinas published by the UP Press will be launched at the conference. 

For details, please contact Ms. Eilene G. Narvaez at telefax (02) 924-4747. Or email to ambagan2011@yahoo.com or visit www.sawikaan.net.

