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national commission for culture and the arts

Subcommission on Cultural Dissemination

National Committee on Cultural Education

14 December 2007

USEC VILMA LABRADOR 

Acting Chairman

National Commission for Culture and the Arts

633 Gen Luna Street

Intramuros, Manila

Dear Acting Chairman Labrador:

I am writing to express serious concerns on the consequences of your unilateral decision to declare a “stay of elections” for the Head and officers of the Sub-Commission on Cultural Dissemination originally scheduled this morning. 

As duly elected and proclaimed Head of the National Committee on Cultural Education (NCCEd), I was asked to attend the meeting in accordance with what I understand to be a Board-approved scheduled election. I had to cancel three important professional engagements and meetings to be able to attend the SCD elections, which were impossible to reconfirm as I was informed of the cancellation late in the evening of the scheduled meeting. As planned, I proceeded to the NCCA office this morning to verify the veracity of your memorandum of stay of elections and to be enlightened on the circumstances that brought about the cancellation of the meeting. 

It is unfortunate that the protest of Commissioner Ricardo Ma. Nolasco on what he perceives to be an “illegal and fake election” for the National Committee on Languages and Translations (NCLT) Executive Council would cause serious breach of the NCCA Board Resolution on the conduct and schedule of NCCA Committee and Sub-Committee elections. I am not in a position to comment on the validity of the grounds for his protest, but I believe that the resulting decision for stay of SCD elections seriously compromised the Board-approved procedures, schedule and integrity of the NCCA electoral process. I concur that the proper venue for such protest is the NCCA Electoral Tribunal. But it can only be convened once its members – the four Heads of the Sub-Commissions – have been duly elected, certified and proclaimed. How, then, can the Electoral Tribunal be convened if the SCD Head and the rest of the Sub-Commission Heads have not been properly elected to date? Would this constitute a legally tenable process?

This representation, therefore, moves for the immediate conduct of the SCD election before the Electoral Tribunal is convened to ensure that SCD is properly represented. This, I believe, may have been the intention when you specifically included the “Sub-Commission on Cultural Dissemination (elected Chairman)” as one of the expected attendees of the Electoral Tribunal Meeting scheduled at 3:30 p.m. on December 17, 2007. 

Hoping for your reconsideration, I remain

Very truly yours,

ELMAR BELTRAN INGLES

Head-Elect, NCCEd

cc
:
NCCA Board of Commissioners

NCCA Secretariat (Project Management Division)



NCCA NCCEd Executive Council Members



NCCA NCLT Head



NCCA NCOM Head



